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Ms Libby Mettam; Mr Albert Jacob 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT REGULATION — ASSESSMENT BILATERAL AGREEMENT 
991. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Environment: 
I understand that the state government signed an assessment bilateral agreement with the federal government 
earlier this year. Can the minister advise the house what benefits this agreement has delivered so far? 
Mr A.P. JACOB replied: 
I thank the member for Vasse for this question. In the spirit of Repeal Week, we know in this place that 
duplicative and inefficient regulatory processes, particularly in the environment space, do nothing to help the 
environment. However, they can and they do add significant costs to projects, which ultimately has a negative 
economic impact right across Western Australia. In recognition of this, we have signed a new bilateral 
agreement with the commonwealth for assessments and it is already showing up in much more efficient 
procedures for proponents when navigating both state and federal environmental approvals. 

The new bilateral assessment agreement commenced on 1 January this year and it accredits the Department of 
Environment Regulation’s native vegetation clearing permit assessment process in its entirety under the 
commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, and that is now assessed through our 
state Environmental Protection Act. The agreement also accredits Western Australia under the 
Environmental Protection Authority’s two key levels of assessment, the first of which is an assessment on 
proponent information—API—and the other one on a higher level, which is also public and environmental 
review. Both tiers of assessment through the EPA are now also accredited under a bilateral assessment with the 
commonwealth. This accreditation means that the commonwealth can now rely on Western Australia’s 
environmental assessment processes undertaken by the EPA and the Department of Environment Regulation to 
inform its approval decisions under commonwealth law. Therefore, proponents will no longer be subject to 
separate, duplicative assessment processes. 
The bilateral agreement is already a major milestone in implementing the memorandum of understanding signed 
by the state and the commonwealth and is an important step forward to a one-stop shop level of environmental 
approvals that recognises that Western Australia is best placed to do our own assessments and to ultimately make 
our own decisions on environmental approvals for projects in Western Australia. In that vein, we are continuing 
to work with the commonwealth government on the next step, which is a bilateral agreement for approval. The 
step beyond assessment is to have accreditation for the Western Australian environmental approval process 
under the federal act. I look forward to updating the house on progress on that initiative. 
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